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Variations in familiar themes in annual “Works in Wood” at New Hope Arts Center

By GWEN SHRIFT

STAFF WRITER
ontributors offer
entertaining variations
on often-seen themes and
techniques in a grand
annual exhibit of fine and

art woodwork in New Hope.

“Works in Wood™ at the New
Hope Arts Center is loaded with
novelties, furniture, sculpture, wood
paintings and mosaics; within a well-
populated category of small works,
artists fit boxes, plates, vessels, bowls
and ormamental pieces of extraordi-
nary accomplishment.

Chairs alone almost merit their
own review. As in past vears, wood-
workers demonstrate that there's
something about searing that brings
out the quirky side of the artistic
sensibility.

In terms of pure art, the field
belongs to Adam Capone, David
Washington, Michael Pascucci,
Randy Liebowitz Dean, Michael
Kehs and Brandon Spector.

Capone's “Atlas 2015,” an enor-
mous hanging piece depicting the
head of a semi-mythical armored
warrior, shows the master of
reclaimed wood has taken to the air.

Capone has four works on view,
elaborating not only on his mystical
fascinations, but an ever-growing
ability to discern expression in
components of old furniture — and
incidentally proving that he's had an

Rooted 1 tradition

“Luminous 2015 by Adam Capane, is made from salvaged furniture.

“Works in Wood” is on view
through Dec. 13. Gallery
hours are noon to 5 p.m.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
The arts center is at 2
Stockion Ave. in New Hope.

Phone: 215-862-9606.
Website: newhopearis.org.

extraordinarily productive year.

Kehs endows small, intncately
worked objects with plavful or seri-
ous subtexts, freighting a faux teapot
with the latter. “Bitter Tea” is a tour
de force of carving and decoration.
The artist renders the body of the
teapot as a beehive, its handle and
spout of deer antler.

But it is a swarm of gleaming
metal bees, lighting on the piece, try-
ing to get in and trying to get out of
the hive, that gives “Bitter Tea™ its
emaotional resonance. The decline of
bees threatens all plant and animal
life on the planet. If the bees die, as
s0 many already have, plants and ani-
mals will be hard-pressed to survive.

Spector shows wood mosaics, the
illusionistic, quilt-like “Yin Yang"
and the abstract “Cacaphony,” made
of salvaged pine lath. It's astonishing
to see the nuances he produces from
such a humble material.

See, WOOD, B2

“Bitter Tea” by Michael Kehs, is constructed of holly, metal and deer antlers.

“The Buckeye " is crafted of walnut and buckeye burl, by Chris Maher.

“Untitled 2° by Geoffrey Noden, is constructed of walnut, holly, red palm and cherry.
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Washington and Pascucci render the
human form in abstract stvle, the former posi-
tioning forms floating around each other in “A
Love Supreme” and the latter analvang exu-
berant life itself in “T Am, I Am."

Washington also is fortunate in discoveries
of unusual pieces of wood. “A
Lowve Supreme” is carved in one
piece from a single maple burl,
that 1s, a growth that 1s neither
trunk nor branch. This one is
spectacularly large.,

Dean enters a piece that mar-
nes incised wond and painting;
her “Uncover Color” is a tex-
tural, semi-abstract landscape
that shows both technigues to
advantage.

Birdie Miller's “wabi sab1™
series of hanging wall cabinets
bridges the gap between art and
furniture.

The basic form is a utilitar-
ian container for objects, some-
times with a door of polished
wood, sometimes of deceptively
mough old lumber. The art-
15t crosses the boundary with
the interiors of his shelves
and cases, which explode with
brilhant, almost fuorescent,
oranges and blues,

Into a category of their own
fall the works of Amyv Puc-
cin, who offers a collection of
pieces in painted recvecled wood

“Holl',r Flame™ to depict outsized handcuffs,
is by Buren apartly undone zipper, a corset and a chain
Gilpin, in holly. door lock.

Fumiture this vear, for the most part,
is cool and unostentatious, such as Chris
Maher's “The Esherick,” a monumental work
composed of a huge slab of cherry atop simple,
interlaced rustic legs; John Sterling's very
Craftsmanesque walnut credenza; Andrew Small works are as energtic as the larger
Michelson's serene buffer; and Prashun Patel's  ones, especially Buren Gilpin's “Holly Flame,"
quiet cherry writing desk and walnut waterfall a deconstructed vessel that references fire in

“¥in Yang® by Brandon Spector, is crafted from salvaged pine lath.

bench. form and color,

Other moods entirely are summoned by Jack Schiller turns in a pleasing variation §
Walter Stephenson, who devised a poer’s desk  on the bowl form, shaping the rim in the form . Let Qur Ham Be Part Of
in a romantic welter of highly contrasting of a square cross, Other artsts ornament their

Yo ur Fumlly s Thunksgwing Faust

woods and an edge that follows the shape of bowls with unusual and finely detailed inlay
the plank. His collector’s cabinet is for some- — work, including Geoffrey Noden and Bryan
one who doesm't mind grasping a bare boneto Richardson, the latter continuing his fascina-

open a drawer. tion with thin slices of whole walnut shells set
Even more audacious are two in aseriesof  inepoxy. ) )
Charles Adams" oursized, chimerical “Guard- “Works in Wood" is on view through Dec,
ian™ chairs, with, variously, gaping beaks, 13. Gallery hours are noon to 5 p.m. Friday,
insect heads, duck feet and ferocious ribs, Saturday and Sunday. The arts center is at 2
In this vein, Maher built a chair of walnut,  Stockton Ave. in New Hope.
buckeye burl and stainless steel, topped by a Phone: 215-862-5606. Website: newhope-
massive moose antler, which has a natural, off-  arts.org.
center effect. Gwen Shifi: 215-84%-4204; email: gshriti@cakkina com
H Ow TO have an event published is  and they will be handled Commurity News = Hﬂ” E‘FBA KE’“ HAM =2
for subscribers/registered as time permits. Electronic
SUBMIT NEWS  userstoerter tatwww.  submissions will be N, Broad Si
theintell.com/calendarorto  processed first. Doylestown, PA 18301 .
Community News email it. Submit your event, : Cuestions: Leslie s u“ $ ““
considered for publication:  photo (200 dpi or higher) or o 215-345-3150 Ballantyne, 215-345-3053, |
Military News, Student other information to: Address: The Intelligencer, o antyne @ calkins.com
hiEke. College NN, Community Calendar. 1 Any 8o or Lorger Hum. Any 1/2 Boneless
Helping Hands, Lets Hear  qte)ic0mmunity @ calkins.com
it For, Around Town, Honor _ : , ! Bone-in or Boneless I Ham or Turkey Breast!
Rolls, College Deans Lists, ~Gommunity Sports: | SEErrrAl 000 | B e e e e e e
ﬁﬂ"ﬁ? rl'l:irﬂl‘dFL‘HteE Lists, E’P‘jrtsbb @ calkins.com I {Jlurh axpires 11155 \'ﬂg nnwgetretaihb_}ca.uc?ﬁmwwua agl'.-:cu:.}n af fime of
3 urchase o receive ofier. May nof be combined wih any ar L Y 08 CoUpCn par
C::?mmunﬁ;r] Sp?]l:tnslﬁnﬁ, :;?gpiﬁ?{gg?;ﬁ;'stililﬂunr 4 Eers-:n per viai N\ernctl.'aijulj on catakg or anline '.'u:':ilusea.'ﬁhillesl.i;lplies lasp': 3
intramL ), Scouing N, | 420 Town Center New Britain PA 18901

We run a free calendar of - With Giant Market/Old Rt 202 215-230-5334
events held by nonprofit WANTED Live music * Full Bar * Pool table * 8 Tv's Order Cﬂtﬂlil"lg online at: M'}"HUHE?EURE[NGTE.CUH’I

e iy 55 Buying Guns Happy Hour 4 - @l_l:-m at the Bar

guart;':mtee thatf?geitﬁmﬁ will SSS Catgnng ake out ! —_

run because o i AME A

VBRI o sibiaiire I ONE OR MANY Private Parties for Any Event YAy \ DOMENIC GRAZIANO

mmernanre | RERER] | OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY | % ORI E AT
calorusitoday with el \Z &S/ 1.800.352.1550

if your event listing must

run on or by a specific date. ¥ LG L0 RS s :

Please contactourreial - | RV Traditional 7 ¥18.95

SV CE R | 570! Sports Stor Turkey Dinner ALLTHE

For best results, Rt 202 & County Line Rd unlimited Fresh TUIHEJ.'" /

submissions for the Chalfont, PA 18914 | i with

community calendar should 245.822.3900 Sﬂﬂﬂdﬂf}"ﬂm tabﬁe - DESSERT & COFFEE

be received three weeks or o o : e e Reservations R .
ot BerE ah BT A info@targetworldinc.com 9;5 Easton Rd. -F"||:-m'ullle PA lsw recommended Centerpiece Centerpieces

92018 & ooy 18"x 10"x 23" available from

The best and fastest way to 215.766.2901

OR Give us a call to find out
8""!: GET TlﬁlﬂEg How Much You May Really Need
; g ; To Retire With Confidence
Burn oil or gas efficiently!
Cuts homes UP.TO » Financial Planning _
heating fuel bills 40% e Retisement Planning G
System 2000% is i Envestmenis 1:;‘;‘;

proven Amearican
technology with

* Tax Strategies

Hybrid Energy
Recovery™| Offices in
NO znergy is lzft Newtown-Daylestown-
Chadds Ford

wasted in the boiler!

SYSTEM 2000

Plus, gat near Retirement &

endless hot showsrs Investment Specialist. Centermpiece
Mark Fried 4 “'-""‘%g;
866°296°8156 )
www.tfgwealth.com - = '
i Open & Delivery Thanksgiving Day 9am to 3pm

Heating « Air Conditioning « Fuel Dil « Propane + Gas + Generators

BRISTOL NEWTOWN
ARRIS 215 TEE-1596 215-968-T4TT
206 Dttar Btraat P.0. Box 506
Briztol, PA 19007 | Newtown. PA 15340

wiw. HarmzComiart com PALE: T & NI 13-IEIRGN

SOUTHAMPTON: 60 JamesWay [Unit 3} / County Line Rd & James Way

. 3
' I FG WARMINSTER: fork & Street Rds / Centre Pt Place
DOYLESTOWM: veteransin & o Pos

vt to Post Office]
o 2 2 » I -
Wealth Management ** www.dumenlcgrazlan o.com

A Rapmintarrie] Inevatrmant dibviecr




