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WHAT®S THE STORY BEHIND THOSE TOWWMN
MARKERSY

by lozeph 1. Fizher

IT &LL STARTED IM THE 19705 FOR JACK GRAHAM |, who had an intereast in
the historic cast iron town markers that welcome Pennzylvania rezidents
into wariou: communities. Graham wa: fascinated enough by these
prominent nawy blue and bright yellow trimmed zigns: that he started
sketching out the information on the many different signs he came acrozs,

Little did he know that three decades later he would be 3 part of an
organization dedicated to locating, restoring, protecting and preserving
these town markers. Graham, a native of Pittsburgh who lives in Perey
County, ha: more than 200 index cards filled with information about these
signs. After retiring from the Pennsylvania State Parks system, Graham
wa: approached by Mathaniel Guest | who would later become prezident of
the Keywstone sharker Trust. Guest, who alzo serwves on the board of
directars for organizations such as Preservation Pennsylvania and the
Schuylkill Riwer Greenway Szsociation , was the first to initiate discuszsion
about ways to revitalize the signs statewide. "The vears have not been
nice to these sign: " Graham said. "Town marker:s help create a senze of
place throughout towns and communities acros: the commonwealth. "

Throughout the vears | the markers hawe ended up in local buildings
private yvard: | zome even abandoned on the side of the road after a
motar wehicle accident. The Kewstone Marker Trust works with local
municipalities and histarical societiesz | along with other organizations | to
restore markers that have been bruized | dented or even chipped.

Ta zee the full story and more pick up a copy of the Summer 2012 issue!
Return to the inde:x
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